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OldWomen. 



AlirCC wise old women were they, were they, 
Who went to walk on a winter day : 
One carried a basket to hold some berries, 
One carried a ladder to climb for cherries, 
The third, and .she was the wisest one, 
Carried a fan to keep off the sun ! 

Digitized by LjOOQiC 



y Google 



y Google 



y Google 



But 



they went so far, and they went so fast, 
They quite forgot their way at last — 
So one of the wise women cried in a fright: 



we should meet a Bear to-night I 
Suppose he should eat me I" 

"And me!!" 

" And me | ! ! " 
"What is to be done?" cried all the three. 
"Dear, dear!" said one "we'll climb a tree, 
There out of the way of the bears we'll be." 
But there wasn't a tree for miles around, 
They were too frightened to stay on the ground, 
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00 they climbed H their ladder, up to the top, 

And sat there, JJ screaming, "We'll drop ! we'll drop !! 

But the wind was strong as wind could be, 
And blew their ladder right out to sea! 
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i\J the three wise women were all afloat 
In a leaky ladder instead of a boat I 
And every time the waves rolled in, 
Of course the poor things were wet to the skin. 






Then they took their basket, the water to bale, 
They put up their fan instead of a sail, 
But what became of the wise women then — 
Whether they ever sailed home again — 
Whether they saw any bears or no — 
You must find out, for I don't know. 
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I 1 hree wise old men were they, were they, 



Who went for a stroll on a summer day. 
One carried a gun that did nothing but snap- 
One carried a club and a cricket-cap — 
But the wisest one, to keep off the heat, 
Wore an ulster down to his feet. 
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CV strolled, and they strolled 'till they came at last 
To a monstrous whale in the ice made fast — 




Then the hunter began his gun to snap, 
The club-man tossed up his cricket-cap, 
While the man in the ulster smiled as he cried: 
" Under my coat I mean to hide I " 
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But 




alas! his voice had frightened the whale- 
FLOP! went the creature's terrible tail! 



It scattered the wise men far and wide— 

rdb» Google 
With the fall and the fright they must have died, 
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UX the three wise women appeared just then, 
And ran to rescue the helpless men. 
Into the basket the hunter crept — 
Up the ladder the club-man stepped — 
The man in the ulster smiled and said : 
" Hold your fen, please, over my head." 
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>0 back to their homes 

the travellers went, 

With these adventures 

well content. 
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AhrCC wise old couples, were they, were they, 
Who went to keep house together one day. 
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pstairs and downstairs one couple ran, 
He with his ulster, she with her fan; 



"Fresh air! " quoth the wife, "is the thing for me." 
"Shut the windows! I'm freezing!" cried he. 
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AllC second couple, with basket and gun, 
Went hunting for spiders one by one. 
Into the corners they poked and pried— 




Here's one! I'll shoot him" the husband cried; 
While his wife exclaimed: "When the basket's full 
We can use the spiders' webs for wool." 

Digitized by LjOOQiC 



y Google 




Google 



y Google 



n 

V 



JLJUt the wisest couple of all the three 
Said: "We will a travelling circus be." 
"You," said the wife, "the bear must play, 
Up on the ladder you ought to stay, 
And I'll carry the club, because, you know, 
I'll have to beat you, your tricks to show." 
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\J W \, the man who learned the bear to play 
Lived on the ladder for many a day; 
He stole the club and he wouldn't come down, 
So his poor wife carried him through the town, 
And all the people said: "Let's go 
To see the bear and the circus show I " 



y Google 



y Google 



7<*\\ 



So 



the man in the ulster was frozen stiff, 
While his wife did nothing but fan and sniff. 
The hunter was stung by a cross old spider, 
As he very imprudently sat down beside her, 
And his wife, who was gathering webs for wool, 
Used him to make up a basket full. 
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A SELECTION FROM THE 

ILLUSTRATED VOLUMES FOR CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 

Published by CASSEL1, PETTER, GALPIN & CO. 



Old PTOvetbs with New Pictures. With 64 Fac-siraile Coloured Plata, from Original Design! 

by Lizzie Lawson. The text by C L Mateaux. Crown 410, handsomely bound, 6s. 
A Moonbeam Tangle. Original Fairy Talcs By Sydney Shadbolt. With numerous Ulustra- 

flons specially eiEcuted for the Work Cloth, gilt edges, e*. 
" My Diary." By a new Artist. With ia Coloured Plates and 366 small Woodcuts specially executed 

Ibr the Work ; together with blank space for every day In the year for small mems by small writers, 

Cloth, as. fid. ; roan gilt. 3s. 6d. 
The Wonderland Of Work. Being the " How and Why " of many Interesting things to be found 

therein. By C L MateAUX. With Original Illustrations. Extra crown 410, 7*. 64 
Hippy Little People. By Olive PATCH. Crown 410, doth, gilt edges. With numerous Illustra- 

Wild Adventures in Wild Places. By Dr. Gordon Stables, Author of "Jungle. Peak, and 

Plain." Illustrated throughout. Crown 410. cloth, gilt edges, price 5s. 
The Little Folks' Album of Music Containing a Charming Collection of Music with Word*, 

Illustrated. Crown 410, clolh, gill edges, 3s. 6tL 
Three Wise Old Couples. With numerous Original Coloured Pictures and inany Wood 

Engravings, 5s. 
Peter Parley's Annual. 41st Issue, containing a Series of Original Stories. Illustrated with Nine 

Coloured Plates, printed in Oil, and Twelve full-page Engravings. Cloth, gilt edges, 51 
Oberon's Horn ; a Book of Fairy Tales. By Prof. Henry Mori.ey. With Illustrations by 

C H, Bennett. Being a New and Cheaper Edition, Enlarged, of "TheChicken Market." 35. 6tl- 
The "Little Folks" Illuminating Rook. Containing a Series of Texts in Outline, with Coloured 

Copies for guidance, with Hymns and Poems for Sunday Reading, is., or cloth gilt, as. 
Pictures to Paint With numerous Original Coloured Plates by Katb Greenaway, M. E. Edwards, 

8x, &c, with accompanying Outline Engravings for Water-colour Painting, is., or cloth gilt, as. 
The " Little Folks " Painting Book. A Series of Outline Drawings by Kate GreenAWAV, 

for Water-colour Painting, with amusing Letterpress, is., or cloth gill, as. 

New Editions have been prepared of the following 
POPULAR BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE. 

///wM^dwyM, j«fiU~fafi.'Mn^fe,rrfi, cltlM tmck. So. M. tadt ; trl* chlK *rt*fW,/,7( tdftt, 5a. wA. 

Home Chat with our Young Folks. By C. L Matbaux. 

Halt Hours with Early Explorers. By T. Frost. 

Peeps Abroad for Folks at Home. By C. L. Mateaux. 

Sunday Chats with our Young Folks. By C. L. Mateaux. 

Around and About Old England. By c L Mateaux. 

Stories about Animals. By the Rev. T. Jackson, M.A. 

Stories about Birds. By M. and E. Kirby. 

Paws and Claws. Being True Stories of Clever Creatures, Tame and Wild. 

Decisive Events in History. By Thomas archer. 

■„• Upwards of 150,000 ofiht above Popular Works Man already itm mU. 

Cassell, PEITer, Galpin & Co-'S COMPLETE CATALOGUE, containing full particular* of 

Several Hundred Volumes, forwarded post free on application to 

Casttll, Pttttr, Galpin <* Co., Ludgalt Hill, London. 
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